
Lesson 3 for April 16, 2016



“And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His 
disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught them.” (Matthew 5:1-2)

For example, the beatitudes describe how ideal citizens are. Meek and merciful, 
poor in spirit and pure in heart, peacemakers, they mourn and thirst for 
righteousness and they are persecuted sometimes.

Citizens of the Kingdom are also described in other parts of the sermon. They 
aren’t distressed, they don’t judge but seek and call others, they walk the narrow 
road, they bear fruit and they build on the rock.

At the sermon on the 
mount, Jesus 
explained how the 
citizens of the 
Kingdom should live.



“Do not think that I have come to do away 
with the Law of Moses and the teachings of 
the prophets. I have not come to do away 
with them, but to make their teachings 
come true.” (Matthew 5:17 GNT)

Was Jesus abolishing or replacing the Ten 
Commandments when He said “You have 
heard that it was said… but I tell you.” 
(Matthew 5:21-47)?

Quite the opposite, He was making the 
Commandments even harder to fulfill. He 
taught that just not killing, not committing 
adultery or not taking revenge was not 
enough. Our thoughts and intentions can be 
as sinful as our acts.

Did Jesus teach that we can get salvation by 
obeying the Commandments?

Jesus didn’t speak about salvation at the 
sermon on the mount; He was explaining 
how a Christian should live. Salvation only 
comes by grace.



“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 5:20)

The righteousness of the Pharisees

• Don’t kill, don’t commit 
adultery, don’t break 
your oath (5:21-37).

• Eye for eye, and tooth 
for tooth (5:38-42).

• Love your friend and 
hate your enemy 
(5:43-47).

• Show your offerings and 
your fasting so others 
praise you 
(6:1-4, 16-18).

• Pray in public so people 
know how holy you are 
(6:5-8).

The righteousness of true Christians

• Don’t even think on sinful 
things.

• Don’t fight evil people. 
Help them instead of 
taking revenge.

• Love your enemies and 
bless those who curse 
you.

• Give your offerings in 
secret and don’t show 
your fastening.

• Pray to your Father in 
private; He will reward 
you in public.

The Pharisees kept the Law to be praised by men. True 
Christians live according to the Law so God may be praised.



“While the law is holy, the Jews could not 

attain righteousness by their own efforts 

to keep the law. The disciples of Christ 

must obtain righteousness of a different 

character from that of the Pharisees, if 

they would enter the kingdom of heaven. 

God offered them, in His Son, the perfect 

righteousness of the law. If they would 

open their hearts fully to receive Christ, 

then the very life of God, His love, would 

dwell in them, transforming them into His 

own likeness; and thus through God’s free 

gift they would possess the righteousness 

which the law requires.”

E.G.W. (Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, cp.3, pg. 54)



“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)

How can we be perfect as God is?

We can’t. According to that context (Matthew 5:43-47), 
we’ll be perfect at our level as God is at His level if we 
love everyone, even our enemies.

We must remember that God doesn’t ask us 
anything He cannot make in us. If that love 
depended in us, we would never be able to love 
our enemies. Loving our enemies is not how 
things work in this world, but we have been made 
citizens of another Kingdom.

We’ve received a beautiful promise. If we 
surrender to God, “He who has begun a good 
work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” (Phil. 1:6). The greatest work God can do 
in us is to make us love at our level the same way 
He loves us?



“The crowd that gathered around him was so large 
that he got into a boat and sat in it, while the 
crowd stood on the shore. He used parables to 
tell them many things.” (Matthew 13:2-3 GNT)

A man finds a treasure 
hidden in a field

He sells everything he has

He buys the field

Salvation is free, it can’t be bought (Isiah 55:1; Mark 
8:36-37). Jesus used those stories to explain that 
those who want salvation must abandon anything 
that may hinder them from accepting it.

A merchant finds a 
beautiful pearl

He sells everything he has

He buys the pearl



“The crowd that gathered around him 
was so large that he got into a boat and 
sat in it, while the crowd stood on the 
shore. He used parables to tell them 
many things.” (Matthew 13:2-3 GNT)

The net of the Gospel 
gathers every kind of 
people; men and women 
who follow it for different 
reasons. Only those who 
value the eternal over the 
worldly and let the Holy 
Spirit transform them will 
enjoy eternal life.

A net is 
thrown in the 
sea

It gathers 
every kind of 
fishes

The good ones 
are collected in 
baskets

The bad ones 
are thrown 
away



“Let nothing obstruct your progress in the way to everlasting life. 

Your eternal interest is at stake. There must be a thorough work 

wrought in you. You must be fully converted, or you will fail of 

heaven. But Jesus invites you to make Him your strength, your 

support. He will be to you a present help in every time of need. He 

will be to you as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. Let it 

not be your great anxiety to succeed in this world, but let the 

burden of your soul be: How shall I secure the better world? what 

have I to do to be saved? In saving your own soul, you save others. 

In lifting yourself, you lift others. In fastening your grasp upon the 

truth and upon the throne of God, you aid others to fix their 

trembling faith upon His promises and His eternal throne. The 

position you must come into is to value salvation dearer than 

earthly gain, to count everything but loss that you may win Christ. 

The consecration on your part must be entire. God will admit of no 

reserve, of no divided sacrifice; you can cherish no idol. You must 

die to self and to the world. Renew your consecration to God daily. 

Everlasting life is worth a lifelong, persevering, untiring effort.”

E.G.W. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, No. 15, cp. 3, pg. 48)


